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systems and food choices
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Changes in number of undernourished people
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Analyse tables and graphs that illustrate the differences in inputs and outputs associated with food production systems



Term	 	 Definition	

Subsistence	farming	

	
	

	 Form	of	farming	in	which	nearly	all	the	crops	or	livestock	raised	are	used	to	

maintain	the	farmer	and	his	family,	leaving	little	surplus	for	sale	or	trade	

Cash	cropping	

	
	

	 A	crop	grown	for	the	purpose	of	selling	it,	rather	than	using	or	consuming	it	

personally.		

Extensive	farming	

	
	

	 Uses	a	lot	of	land	and	with	a	lower	density	of	stocking	or	planting	and	lower	

inputs	and	corresponding	outputs	

Intensive	farming	
	

	

	 Uses	land	and	to	sustain	a	high	density	of	stocking	or	planting	with	high	
levels	of	inputs	and	output	per	area	

Pastoral	farming	
	

	

	 Raising	animals,	usually	on	grass	or	land	not	suitable	for	crops	

Arable	farming	
	

	

	 Sowing	crops	on	good	soils	to	eat	directly	or	feed	to	animals	

Mixed	farming	 	 Uses	both	crops	and	animals	and	is	a	system	in	itself	where	animal	waste	is	
used	to	fertilize	the	crops	and	improve	soil	structure.		Some	of	the	crops	are	

fed	to	the	animals.	

	
Shifting	cultivation	 	 1. A	form	of	agriculture,	used	especially	in	tropical	Africa,	in	which	an	area	of	

ground	is	cleared	of	vegetation	and	cultivated	for	a	few	years	and	then	

abandoned	for	a	new	area	until	its	fertility	has	been	naturally	restored.	
2. 	

Slash	and	burn	 	 A	method	of	agriculture	in	which	existing	vegetation	is	cut	down	and	burned	

off	before	new	seeds	are	sown,	typically	used	as	a	method	for	clearing	forest	
land	for	farming.	

	



Farming system flowchart
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Read about 
desertification in 
Namibia here 
http://allafrica.com/
stories/2015041608
77.html

http://allafrica.com/stories/201504160877.html
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https://www.theguardian.com/guardian-professional/video/2013/oct/16/food-security-future-sustainable-farming-video
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